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WHEREAS, Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a novel severe acute respiratory illness
that can spread among people through respiratory transmissions and present with symptoms
similar to those of influenza; and,

WHEREAS, certain populations are at higher risk of experiencing more severe illness as a result
of COVID-19, including older adults and people who have serious chronic medical conditions
such as heart disease, diabetes, or lung disease; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois is continuing its efforts to prepare for any eventuality given that
this is a novel illness and given the known health risks it poses for the elderly and those with
serious chronic medical conditions; and,

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern on January 30, 2020, and the United States Secretary of Health and Human
Services declared that COVID-19 presents a public health emergency on January 27, 2020; and,

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization characterized the COVID-19
outbreak as a pandemic, and has reported more than 750,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and
36,500 deaths attributable to COVID-19 globally as of March 31, 2020; and,

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) currently recommends that
all United States residents take precautions to contain the spread of COVID-19, including that
they: (1) practice social distancing by maintaining 6 feet of distance from others and avoiding all
gatherings; (2) be alert for symptoms such as fever, cough, or shortness of breath, and take their
temperature if symptoms develop; and (3) exercise appropriate hygiene, including covering coughs
and sneezes with a tissue, washing hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, using
of alcohol-based hand sanitizers with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not readily
available, and routinely cleaning frequently touched surfaces and objects to increase community
resilience and readiness for responding to an outbreak; and,

WHEREAS, the CDC also recommends the following precautions for household members,
caretakers and other persons having close contact with a person who is symptomatic, during the
period from 48 hours before onset of symptoms until the symptomatic person meets the criteria
for discontinuing home isolation: (1) stay home until 14 days after last exposure and maintain
social distance (at least 6 feet) from others at all times; (2) self-monitor for symptoms, including
checking their temperature twice a day and watching for fever, cough, or shortness of breath; and
(3) avoid contact with people at higher risk for severe illness (unless they live in the same home
and had the same exposure); and,

WHEREAS, a vaccine or drug is currently not available for COVID-19; and,

WHEREAS, despite efforts to contain COVID-19, the World Health Organization and the CDC
indicate that it is expected to continue spreading; and,

WHEREAS, as of March 31, 2020, there were 5,994 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 99 deaths
in Illinois resulting from COVID-19; and,



WHEREAS, the outbreak of COVID-19 has resulted in significant negative economic impact,
including loss of income and wages, that threatens to undermine housing security and stability
and overall financial stability and security for individuals and businesses throughout Illinois;
and,

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President declared a nationwide emergency pursuant to
Section 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C,
5121-5207 (the “Stafford Act”), covering all states and territories, including Illinois; and,

WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, the President declared a major disaster in Iilinois pursuant to
Section 401 of the Stafford Act; and, '

WHEREAS, 1, JB Pritzker, Governor of Illinois, declared all counties in the State of Illinois as a
disaster area on March 9, 2020 in response to the outbreak of COVID-19; and,

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the circumstances surrounding COVID-19 constitute a
continuing public health emergency under Section 4 of the [llinois Emergency Management
Agency Act; and,

WHEREAS, the circumstances surrounding COVID-19 have resulted in the occurrence and threat
of widespread and severe damage, injury, and loss of life and property under Section 4 of the
Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act; and,

WHEREAS, it 1s the policy of the State of lllinois that the State will be prepared to address any
disasters and, therefore, it is necessary and appropriate to make additional State resources available
to ensure that the effects of COVID-19 are mitigated and minimized to the greatest extent possible
and that Illinoisans remain safe and secure; and,

WHERIEAS, this proclamation will assist Illinois agencies in coordinating State and Federal
resources, including the Strategic National Stockpile of medicines and protective equipment, to
support local governments in preparation for any action that may be necessary related to the
potential impact of COVID-19 in the State of Illinois; and,

WHEREAS, these conditions provide legal justification under Section 7 of the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency Act for the issuance of a proclamation of disaster;

NOW, THEREFORE, in the interest of aiding the people of Illinois and the local governments
responsible for ensuring public health and safety, I, JB Pritzker, Governor of the State of Illinois,
hereby proclaim as follows:

Section 1. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 7 of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency
Act, 20 ILCS 3305/7, 1 find that a continuing disaster exists within the State of Illinois and
specifically declare all counties in the State of Illinois as a disaster area. This proclamation
continues the Governor’s authority to exercise all of the emergency powers provided in Section 7
of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, 20, ILCS 3305/7, including but not limited to
those specific emergency powers set forth below.

Section 2. The Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois Emergency Management
Agency are directed to continue to coordinate with each other with respect to planning for and
responding to the present public health emergency.

Section 3. The Illinois Department of Public Health is further directed to continue to cooperate
with the Governor, other State agencies and local authorities, including local public health
authorities, in the development and implementation of strategies and plans to protect the public
health in connection with the present public health emergency.

Section 4. The Illinois Emergency Management Agency is directed to continue to implement the
State Emergency Operations Plan to coordinate State resources to support local governments in
disaster response and recovery operations.

Sectien 5. To aid with emergency purchases necessary for response and other emergency powers
as authorized by the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, the provisions of the Illinois



Procurement Code that would in any way prevent, hinder or delay necessary action in coping with
the disaster are suspended to the extent they are not required by federal law. If necessary, and in
accordance with Section 7(1) of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, 20 ILCS
3305/7(1), the Governor may take appropriate executive action to suspend additional statutes,
orders, rules, and regulations.

Section 6. Pursuant to Section 7(3) of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, 20 ILCS
3305/7(3), this proclamation continues the Governor’s authority, as necessary, to transfer the
direction, personnel or functions of State departments and agencies or units thereof for the purpose
of performing or facilitating emergency response programs.

Section 7. The Illinois Department of Public Health, Illinois Department of Insurance and the
Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services are directed to continue to recommend,
and, as appropriate, take necessary actions to ensure consumers do not face financial barriers in
accessing diagnostic testing and treatment services for COVID-19.

Section 8. The Illinois State Board of Education is directed to continue to recommend, and, as
appropriate, take necessary actions to address chronic absenteeisim due to fransmission of COVID-
19 and to alleviate any barriers to the use of e-learning during the effect of this proclamation that
exist in the Illinois School Code, 105 ILCS 5/1-1 et. seq.

Section 9. All State agencies are directed to cooperate with the Governor, other State agencies
and Jocal authorities in the development and implementation of strategies and plans to cope with
and recover from the economic impact of COVID-19.

Section 10. Pursuant to Section 7(14) of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, 20
ILCS 3305/7(14), increases in the selling price of goods or services, including medical supplies,
protective equipment, medications and other commodities intended to assist in the prevention of
or treatment and recovery of COVID-19, shall be prohibited in the State of Illinois while this
proclamation is in effect.

Section 11. This proclamation can facilitate requests for federal emergency and/or disaster
assistance if a complete and comprehensive assessment of damage indicates that effective recovery

is beyond the capabilities of the State and affected local governments.

Seection 12. This proclamation shall be effective immediately and remain in effect for 30 days.
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